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The National Camping Association of Japan (NCAJ) held Camp Festa Fuji Asagiri, a member gathering, as

an event to commemorate the 45th anniversary of NCAJ. During that event, we had two breakout sessions

about our Grief Camp project.

One was to introduce our unforgettable experience at El Tesoro de la Vida, a Grief Camp of Camp Fire USA

First Texas Council. The other was to exchange ideas and promote our project in Japan.

“Grief Camp” is a very new idea for most Japanese. So many of them imagine that there are very special

therapeutic sessions during the camp. But that’s not exactly accurate for El Tesoro de la Vida. Of course there

are special therapists at El Tesoro de la Vida. However, they are special not only for their therapeutic skills but

also for their love of camping. The pictures taken by counselors showed the participants of the session the fun

atmosphere of the camp. They demonstrate that “Fun” is one of the most important aspects of Grief Camp.

At the second session, we talked about what is to be done in terms of recruitment and retention of campers

and volunteers, fundraising, and public relations,

which are problems that many camps have. In

addition, most Japanese have a challenge. In El

Tesoro de la Vida, campers tried to express their

feelings with the support of the therapists,

counselors and other campers. Even for them, it’s a

hard job. As they say, Japanese generally are not good

at expressing their feelings. However, through these

sessions, we continue to see the importance of our

project.

Website of El Tesoro de la Vida

http://www.campfirefw.org/CampFire/Families/CampElTesoro/GriefCampElTesorodelaVida/tabid/188/Default.aspx
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The next opportunity for the exchange of ideas is the upcoming International and Asia

Oceania Camping Congress in Hong Kong. Please let us know your ideas. We are really

looking forward to hearing from all of you!

We ask you to...

・ Provide information about previous grief camps

Research about the camps, articles about the camps, staff training materials, etc., are welcome.

・ Donate to support the project

Donations are being accepted through the ICF website: http://www.campingfellowship.org

Contact : National Camping Association of Japan
Executive, Tatsuya Kanayama e-mail : kanayama@camping.or.jp

The full project plan is available at http://www.camping.or.jp/grief_camp_ncaj.pdf

ARIGATOU means "incredibly rare", thus it's MIRACLE.

It's a miracle that we have you in the camping community. ARIGATOU!!


