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Warm Atmosphere of Taiwan 
Now we are preparing a camp in Taiwan as the first camp of our project. 

And we visited Taiwan to make a preliminary inspection. The biggest reason 

we decided to have a camp in Taiwan is that it’s a warm place in a 

subtropical area. It will be still very cold in the suffered area in the end of 

March. So we want to take them to the warmer place. 

 

And in the other way, Taiwan is also a very warm place. It is said Taiwan is 

an area which is strongly pro-Japanese in sentiment. In fact, same as many 

friends in the global camp community, many Taiwanese offered many supports for the suffered people just soon 

after the earthquake. We want the campers to feel directly that there are a plenty of people who think deeply of 

them also in other countries. 

We received a lot of “Gift”, such as information and idea of Grief Camp, invitation to El Tesoro de la Vida and 

much donation. We found that we can presume on someone's goodwill when we’re distressed, and there are many, 

many people who would accept us. We have to hand on this “Gift” to the next. We hope the campers will find 

someday this world is worth living in, receiving the “Gift”. 

 

Our visit was from 19th to 21st of January. For the people who went from a country in midwinter, Taiwan is a 

heaven where is only 3 hours away. We found Taiwan was one of the best places in perspective of climate. 

Mr. Chen and Ms. Lin welcomed us at the airport. Mr. Chen, ex-professor of National Taiwan Normal University, 

has been keeping friends of NCAJ more than 30 year. He is the bridge between Taiwan and us. Ms. Lin is a 

wonderful interpreter, who made our contact much smoother. We found another reason why Taiwan is the best 

place for our first enterprise. 

In this camp we receive the support of Formosa Camping & Caravanning Club, National Taiwan Normal 

University and the Forestry Bureau of Taiwan. We met the people of each organization and found how familiar 

they were. It’s one more reason why Taiwan is the best. 

It should not be forgotten that the Taiwanese food is very good. In the warm weather, in the circle of warm 

people, having nice food, we’re sure the campers will spend a fun time in the nice atmosphere. 

 

Plan of Our Grief Camp in Taiwan 
We start our project with a camp for the children who lost both parents 

with the earthquake and tsunami. Our partner, Asahi Shinbun Social 

Welfare Organization, will fund scholarships for the children who lost the 

parents. We plan to invite them to a series of camps. To create the best 

atmosphere for sharing, we want to have a number of camps with the same 

members throughout the year. 

 

Outline of the Camp in Taiwan 

D a t e : from 25
th

 to 29
th

 of March, 2012 

V e n u e : Dongyanshan National Forest Recreation Area and National Taiwan Normal University (Taipei) 

Camper: Children (aged between 10 and 18 years old) who lost their parents  

with the Great East Japan Earthquake 

Organized by National Camping Association, Asahi Shinbun Social Welfare Organization 

and National Council of YMCAs of Japan 

Supported by Formosa Camping & Caravanning Club, National Taiwan Normal University 

 and Forestry Bureau of Taiwan 
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Sharing the idea of Grief Camp 
On 11th of February, we had a grief camp forum “Camp, a place for Fun, a 

place for grief”. Since the earthquake of 11
th

 of March 2011, we learned about 

many examples of previous grief camps. And this forum became a very 

good opportunity to think how to apply the idea of grief camp to Japanese 

victims of the earthquake. 

In the anterior half, we shared the fact of our plan. Many luck supports to 

build our project. We explained our object and dream on this project. 

 

In the afternoon, Mr. Terry Dignan, who led the grief camp programs of 

Hole in the Wall Camps in Ireland, spoke about his experience of grief camp for Irish family who experienced the 

death of family member and for the victims of Beslan school hostage crisis in 2004. His speech told us the basic 

framework of grief camp program and its application to the cultural difference. 

He emphasized the importance of the physically and emotionally safe atmosphere to feel free to express their 

feeling. And he also told it was so important to select and train staffs very carefully to make this atmosphere. 

His experience of the grief camp for the family of Beslan was more suggestive for us to make a grief camp for 

Japanese children. The key of this part is the cultural difference. He planned the camp for Beslan family based on 

the program for Irish family. Then he required consideration of the difference of family relations. 

It tells the basic construction of grief camp is applicable for many cases, 

but the well-suited changes to the cultural background are required. 

In the last part of the forum was a dialogue with Mr. Nishida, who is 

working for the grief care for the bereaved children. As he knows the 

children in the suffered area of the earthquake and tsunami, this dialogue 

helped us to think how to apply the idea of grief camp in Japan. 

Both of them emphasized the importance that every staff knew their own 

limit. No one can live other’s life. Empathy is a key of grief camp. But it’s 

sometimes very tuff work for the staff. The self-care and supervision by the 

professionals are very necessary. 

In Ireland, 17-year practice of grief camp has led the better understanding about the grief care. In Japan, the 

challenge of spread of grief care has only just begun. This dialogue assured us the importance of our grief camp 

project. 

 

Every community has its own history and cultural trait. So our grief camp will be different form US model or 

Irish model. But the example of Ireland made what we should do clear. 

Since the earthquake we received many gifts from all over the world. This forum was a new gift for us. Now we 

will start to give it forward to Japanese children. We are sure this effort will be the gift for the next 100 years for the 

global camp community. 
 

 
 
We ask you to... 
・ Provide information about previous grief camps 

Research about the camps, articles about the camps, staff training materials, etc., are welcome. 
 

・ Donate to support the project 
Donations are being accepted through the ICF website:  http://www.campingfellowship.org 
 

Contact : National Camping Association of Japan 
Executive, Tatsuya Kanayama   e-mail : kanayama@camping.or.jp 

 
The full project plan is available at http://www.camping.or.jp/grief_camp_ncaj.pdf 

 
 

ARIGATOU means "incredibly rare", thus it's MIRACLE. 
It's a miracle that we have you in the camping community. ARIGATOU!! 

http://www.campingfellowship.org/

